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There is a land of perpetual night... 
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In the postscript of a previously published 
collection of my artwork, | wrote that 
“the pages of my favorite books are tattered.” 
| keep the books | love within arm’s reach, 
and | read them over and over. The tattered 
pages show how much | love them. 


| hope you wear out the pages of Tegami Bachi. 
Another adventure is about to begin. Let’s go! 


-Hiroyuki Asada, 2006 


Hiroyuki Asada made his debut in Monthly Shonen 
Jump in 1986. He’s best known for his basketball 
manga /’//. He's a contributor to artist Range Murata's 
quarterly manga anthology Robot. Tegami Bachi: 
Letter Bee is his most recent series. 
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CHAPTER 1: Letter and Letter Bee 





YODAKA 

ЩЕ DISTRICT, 

ME SOUTH 

R SECTION ВИИ 
714... BB 





NO DOUBT 
ABOUT IT. 
THIS 15 THE 
PLACE... 


...I'VE NEVER 
HEARD OF 
А POST 
MARKER 90 
FAR FROM 
TOWN. 


ALL THIS 
CHARRED 
A WRECKAGE... 





THE FIRE 


DIDN'T 








WHAT 
15 THIS 
PLACE? 


WHY 
DOES THE 
| SKY SEEM 
50 MUCH 

А BRIGHTER? 





















































ERR... = 
І WAS JUST 
ABOUT TO OPEN 
THIS CAN OF 
SOUP. I PICKED 
IT if КОМ А 
MARKET IN 
ус YUUSARI. ИМ... 
a IT POESN'T 
YOU AFTER, TASTE THAT 
RODA? эж 





PARDON 
MY MANNERS. 
THIS 15 RODA. 

SHE'S MY 

DINGO! 





Ge mn 












CAPITAL? 
TO T 
ს AKATSUKI? | 


SIT 
DOWN AND 
HAVE SOME 


YOUR LEFT À SOUP. 
SHOULDER. À | 


2 өтер 
к KNOW WHAT 
NE HAPPENED 


TO YOU, 
de ad LAG SEEING. 


QUITE 
RECOVERED. A 








DELIVERY 
ITEM: 
HUMAN - 
ALBISIAN. 


THIS TIME, 1 DELIVER 
IT'S A 


ARE 
PAPER. 


YEAR-OLD 
MALE. 
FRAGILE. 


I AM ABEE, 
A PELIVERYMAN 
FOR THE 
шо ДАР 
| L 
KNOWN. POSTAL “ÁN 
AS... SERVICE. o РА L 


p =. 


MATTER 
WHAT 
DANGERS 
MAY LURK 


SHIPPING 
LABEL?! 


DON'T YOU 
KNOW WHAT 
BEES D0? 








DELIVERING 
THE 
PRECIOUS 
LETTERS OF 
THE PEOPLE! 





бай 


т =. ү 

| 9 
ANNE Й 

EMPLOYEE si Сам” 
HANDBOOK. — LES E 


20 


THE 
CONTENTS 
ARE OF NO 
CONCERN 

TO ME. 


MY 208 
А 15 MERELY 
TO SAFELY 
DELIVER 
Т 


НЕ 
PACKAGE. 


50 DON’T 
FEEL LIKE 


° YOUR 

აი. PAPERWORKOS 

223 ALL ІМ ORDER. 
POSTAGE, 





THE ADDRESS O 、 WHAT 
READS YODAKA MAKES YOU 
THINK I'M 
LET WORRIED 
ABOUT 
уби?! 


MAIL МЕ! IT 
MUST BE 





50 JUST 
SAVE THE 
CHATTER UNTIL 
I'VE 601 YOU 
SAFELY 
DELIVERED 


BUT LIKE 
I SAID, A 
LETTER BEE 
NEVER 
EX AMINES 
| THE CONTENTS 
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capital, 
Akatsuki, 
brightly 
lit by the 
man-made 
star that 
shines 
overhead, 
is home to 
the highest 
caste, the 
city of the 


chosen ones. 


Only 
those with 


government- 
issued permits | 
may cross 
the bridges. 









Amber- 
ground, 
surrounded 
on all sides 
by water, 













into three 
areas by 
а caste 
system. 









These 
three ( 
агеав аге mel The 
separated 
by rivers 
that run 


\ area, 
third area, | 7 Yuusari, 
where 4 ishome 
citizens БЕ to the 
ofthe | middle 
poorest | 
caste live, 
is the 
Yodaka. 






























HAVE 
YOU EVER 
BEEN OVER 





The small 


到 artificial 
rae, iA fet 54 star exists 
зт ს di solely to 

ა ВОД ш Мар; illuminate 
ree: The the capital 
й farther one сну, 


goes from 
Akatsuki, 
the darker 
the world 
becomes... 


IT TAKES 
ABOUT TEN 
DAYS TO REACH 
CAMBEL LITUS. 
THE ONLY DODGY 
PART WILL BE 
CROSSING THIS 
BLUE PUMPKIN 
MOUNTAIN 


Т 
SOUTHERN- 
MOST TIP 

OF УОРАКА. 


YTN 
* 
Destination 
Cambel Litus 





pe ER 
THAN THAT, TO RENGUS TO 
I'VE NEVER i TAKE ORDERS 
BEEN ANY- წ FOR MAMA'S 
WHERE! 4% EMBROIDERY. 





I DON'T TO BE 


HAVE АМУ HONEST, 
RELIABLE _ LAG 
МА DATAFOR ЗЕЕМЕ, 

THE ROUTE TO 
А CAMBEL A 
LITUS. 













NOTHING 
ABOUT 
DARKNESS 
LEVELS OR 

6/ICMIს ÀK 

ТЕККІТОКІЕ5 

















&AICHUU 
TYFICALLY 
ATTACK WHEN 
THEY SENSE A 
















THEY'RE 
THEY DANGEROUS 
LIVE IN THE CREATURES, 


DARKNESS 
BETWEEN FEROCIOUS. 










AND THEY'RE 
COVERED 
IN ARMOR 


STRONGER AND 
HARDER THAN 
SWORDS. THEY 
CAN EVEN DEFLECT 
BULLETS. THEY 


LOOK LIKE... j 

















WHILE SHE „0005 ВИ 7 
WORK AS B 
PISTRALTS 
THE БАСНЦИ, ^ TEAM. 
ІЛІМ FOR ITS 
WEAK POINT= 
RIG 


TRATE 


1 UU 
MY BULLET 
WON'T | 


Ss 


30 
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IT WAS... 
CRYING. 


I 
DOUBT IT. 
SCHOLARS 
IN YUUSARI 
HAVE PROVEN 
COME ON, yo THAT САСНИИ 
LAG SEEING! ^ POSSESS NO 


= F Быға % 
emi 22 





WHAT 
WAS THAT 
WEIRD GUN 

ANYWAY? 


IT 
FIRES 
SHINDAN— 


THERE'S 
NO REAL 
BULLET... 


1 


(€ 


WELL, 
LAG 
SEEING? 


THAT'S WHY 
ALL LETTER 
BEES CARRY 
SPECIAL WEAPONS 
THAT PROTECT 
US FROM 
GAICHUN. 


27 


б 


YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO 
YELL! YOU 


q 
IN 


I JUST FIRED 
A HEART BULLET, 
50 COULD YOU 
TRY TO GIVE ME 


| A BREAK? 


IT’S LIKE I 
TOLP YOU, 
A NORMAL 
GUN CAN'T 
PENETRATE 
A GAICHUL'S 





IMPORTANT 
TOOL FOR 
А LETTER 

BEE. 


THE ONLY 


WAY YOU CAN ГА 


A TAKE DOWN А 
СА 6AICHUN... 





IT 
WAS 
GLOWING. 


. SPIRITUAL 
ENERGY WAS 
CARRIED IN 
THE BODIES 
OF TINY 
INSECTS. 


PRESERVED 
IN SPIRIT 
AMBER. 


THIS 
STONE 15 
MADE OF 

SPIRIT 


VID 
you 
NOTICE 
THIS 

Y EMBEDDED BLACK 
| IN MY STONE... 


DURING 
ANCIENT 
TIMES. 


WHEN 
THESE 
SPIRIT 
INSECTS 
COT 
TRAPPED 
IN TREE 
RESIN... 





NATURALLY, 
A LETTER BEE 
MUST MASTER 

THE MANY 

DIFFERENT 








REST 


V 
/ HANDS OFF! 







AFTER FIRING 
THAT SHINDAN, 








FIRE ALL OF 
MY HEART 
OUT INA 
SHINDAN... 


. WOULD 

PROBABLY 
DISAPPEAR 

FOREVER. 


UNLIKE AN APPLE, 

THE HEART CAN 

RECOVER WHAT’S 
BEEN LOST... 


BODY 
WOULD 
REMAIN 





THERE ARE 
ALL KINDS OF 
COLORS. 
DEPENDS ON 
THE INSECT, 
REALLY. ГМ 
NOT SURE 
ABOUT RED... 


И THE WAY... 


THOSE 
SPIRIT 
AMBER 
THINGS 


f IN 
may D GE 
UREA NN 
ANS 2 

КТЦ и, 


24) "1 Aya 
` Жж ! 


TELLING 
ALL THIS 


TOA 
CIVILIAN! 





...А 
ИЕАРОМ 
LIKE THIS. 
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W THESE | 
\ ARE 
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Ёоо 


































THEY SAY 


1175 THERE'S STILL 
POSSIBLE UNDISCOVERED HARO 
SPIRIT AMBER TO SAY 
THAT THE GUN Е 
IN AMBER EXACTLY. 
OVERHEATED vert 
DUE TO AN . 
UNDERGROUND 
შელი ასს 27 oF THE GPIRIT 
нінен | AMBER IN MY 


SHINVANJUU 
JUMPED, AND 
IT FIRED ON 
ITS OWN. 




















































HAS MANY 
USES. 


| ONE 
USE 





MY STRONG 
POINT... 


THANKS, 

КОРА... 
BUT I’M 
ALRIGHT. 


(3 Р 
ЗАР АУС SS 











AFTER A 
FIREWORKS № 
DISPLAY LIKE 

A THATHEART | ` 


сэ 


(222217 


i за 3 , . 4 
кірер, 
| ДИ 20 
b 
hoz 
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FOR THEM. 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
THEY LOOK 
GROSS! 


CELE- 
BRATE PRESENT. 


I'LL BE 
GAUCHE. LONELY 


| CONGRAT- 
Й ULATIONS. 





ТУУЛ / 


тара 


гр; 


AFTER MY 
зе 29. А E І WEXT DELIVERY, 
А ла! Qu. 11514 I'M BEING 
WE'LL ВЕ SYLVETTEN 523 ГЭЭЖ | "||| | TRANSFERRED 


SEPARATED я | ШИН 
FOR A WHILE, : ЖЕ Слаш FROM YUUSARI 


TO AKATSUKI — 
THE CAPITAL!! 





BUT DON'T 
WORRY-T'LL 





AS SOON AS 
I CAN. 





ANDI 


: PROMISE, 
ГА, WORK I'M GONNA YOU'LL NEVER 


AND WORK ) ВЕСОМЕ ТНЕ HAVE TO 
SOME MORE | HEAD BEE, WORRY ABOUT 


, THAT'S FOR 
UNTIL WE'RE | AEE TAIL 


AND ONCE 
ТАМ, МЕЦ, 
HAVE LOTS OF 
MONEY! WE CAN 
HEAL YOUR 































































































SHOT MUST 
HAVE GIVEN 
YOU SOME 


STRANGE 


DREAMS, 
HUH? 


THEY SAY 
THERE'S 
NOTHING 

THE HEAD 

BEE CAN'T 
DELIVER. 





..."THE MORE 
OBNOXIOUS 
THEY ARE, 
THE MORE 
LIKELY THEY 
ARE TO 
4 SUCCEED”! 


| 


SPEEDWELL, 
FROM THE 
BAKERY, 
ALWAYS 
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улы 


ТИЛ ТУДУ 


7 IF THAT 
4 TIKITIKI 
ФОРД GETS AWAY, и: USE 





ж. 


HOW à 
ро I ЕМИ ON WHAT 
A LETTER 
TO HER? 


AFTER THIS, 
AREN'T YOU, 
GAUCHE? A 





